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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET lll b ) Dly
CASE NUMBER: C14H-06-0021 HILC DATE: August 28, 2006
ZAP DATE: October 3, 2006

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission

HISTORIC NAME: Herbert and Alice Bohn House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1301 W. 29th Street

ZONING FROM: SF-3 T0: SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence ~ Historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single-family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence — Historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 7-0 (Leary and Arriaga absent).

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence — Historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 7-0 (Pinelli and Jackson absent).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The Bohn House is cutside the bounds of the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). It is contributing to the Old West
Austin National Register Historic District.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: November 16, 2006 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

The ca. 1938 Herbert and Alice Bohn House is the city’s premier example of Moderne
residential architecture. Bohn was a prominent local businessman, the principal in Bohn
Brothers (later Bohn’s) Department Store on Congress Avenue. He designed the house and
had Roy Thomas, one of the city’s leading architects, draw up the plans.




Architecture:

The Herbert and Alice Bohn House is a masterpiece of Art Moderne residential design. .
Popular in the 1930s and 1940s, Art Moderne took its inspiration from the transportation
age, with streamlined details, unconventional shapes such as porthole windows, glass
bricks, and lines suggesting movement. The Bohn House has the massing of Art Moderne
buildings, with square and rounded lines on the exterior, porthole windows at either side of
the front door, a rounded glass brick solarium overlooking Shoal Creek, rounded corners at
the sides of the front block and in the overhang at the front door. The movement celebrated
by Art Moderne architecture is evident in the horizontal grooves in the retaining walls
facing 29th Street and the curved metal railings enclosing the deck. The pool was added in
1945, and is fed from an artesian spring on the property. The house takes full advantage of
its site, built on the sloping west bluff and overlooking Shoal Creek.

Historical Associations-

Herbert Bohn (1905-1967) was the son of Herman Bohn, one of three brothers who opened a
clothing store on Congress Avenue in 1896. Bohn Brothers was one of the city’s leading
department stores, and a leader in new building technology. Bohn Brothers was the first
store in Austin to have plate glass display windows (1905), and the first store to have air
conditioning. Herbert Bohn was a principal in the store with several relatives until he
bought out their interests and managed the store on his own. He changed the name from
Bohn Brothers to Bohn’s in 1955, and changed the focus of the store from a department
store to a specialty fashion shop. Herbert Bohn closed the business in 1960 and devoted his
time to Bohn's Travel Agency in the Driskill Hotel thereafter. After his death in 1967, his
widow continued to live in the house until her death recently. The house is still owned by .

the three children of Herbert and Alice Bohn.

Herbert Bohn was a born designer, and came up with every detail of the house, from its
round-arched interior doors to wall finishes. He asked family friend and prominent local
architect Roy Thomas to draw up the plans for the house, which are archived at the Austin

History Center.

PARCEL NO.: 02170004200000 DEED RECORD: 4-9-2005
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 3, Wooldridge Drive Addition
ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $11,765 (owner-occupied rate); city portion: $2,000

(capped)
$5,918 (income-producing rate); city portion: $1,430

APPRAISED VALUE: $866,830
PRESENT USE: Vacant

CONDITION: Good




PRESENT OWNER

H.E. (Skip) Bohn

5405 Tortuga Trail

Austin, Texas 78731

DATE BUILT: ca. 1938

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: None apparent
ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Herbert and Alice Bohn (1938).

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None
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Herbert and Alice Bohn House
1301 W. 2Gth Street
ca. 1938




Herbert and Alice Bohn House
1301 W. 29th Street
ca. 1938



OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1301 W. 29" Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
August, 2006

1976 William S. and Alice Brewer, owners
Retired
1971 Mrs. Alice Bohn, owner

Widow, Herbert P. Bohn
No occupation listed

1967 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Retired
1963 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners

No occupation listed

1959 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn's Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1955 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1952 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1848 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1947 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1944-45 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1942 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1940 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1937 Address not listed. ‘
NOTE: Herbert and Alice Bohn lived at 122 Laurel Lane in Aldrich Place
before building the house on Shoal Creek.
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Art Deco Rediscovered! A Special Issue

Deco Architecture in Austin A Decollector’s Shoppmg Guide
Fitness Clubs Landscaplng W1th Color Swm'u_mng Fashlons
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By Marsia Hart Reese

Exterior photographs by Malcolm Cook
interior photographs by Dennis Fagon

l—l_ﬁ deorbeld rings. Mrs. William 5. Brewer riscs
fram har chair in the solarium, walks up the terra-coua
tife steps to the living raom. chen across the aqua-
marine carpet to the encry hall past the round port-
hole window to the front door,

She opens it, Throygh che sereen sho faces a young
stranger. He is smiling, palite, almost reverent in de-
meanor. “Another one of those architeeture stu-
dents,” she thiaks to herself. She is right.

Like many before him, the young man has gathered
up his courage ard his camera. marched bravely up the
liriope-bordered stops, and rung the doorbeil af 1301
Wesc 29th St His mission: to ask if he might photo-
graph the house,

Secredly, be has fantasized a scenario in which the
owners Invite him inside to have a look around. He
often has wondered if the interior is as impressive as
the outside. But today he's come face to lace with Mrs.
Brawar and reality. She tells him yes, he may take pic-
wwres of the exteriar, but politely asks him o canfine
his photographic wanderings to the front fawn,

Wich a grin, gratilude, and gushing admiration for
what he calls the house's “Are Deco™ design, he bids
Mrs. Brewer a nice day and starts adjusting his F-stap.

Mrs. Brower returns 50 her semi-tircular solarivm
with its glass bricks, terrazzo floor, jungle of potied
plants lining the casement windows, She has had many
such callers before and is now resigned <o the proba-
bility that she will have more in days to come. It's al-
most an everyday occurrence when you live in the leg-
endary Bohn house.

To many peaple, such intrusions upon privacy might
be a nuisange, but to Alice Brewer they are modest
tributes to the extracrdinary vision and talent of her
first husband, the fate Harbert Bohn, who designed the
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“The Mogic Doar,” as the Bohp chifdren colied iz, was
inspited by the 1937 film Lost Horizon. Of matehed,
figured gum with cherey finish, its mystery is enhonced
by vetverex plass ponels and inlaid polished ehromium
strips. Arched, Kghied niches ffonking it corplement the
shape, and are set off by motching waod boscboards,
venes, ond disguised drowers boiow.

Floro) sreangesens by Cowgirls end Flawess.

Y Austin Homes & Garduns— april 1952

house. “This house is strictly fis design—every bic of
it" she says proudly,

Bohn asked Roy L. Thomas, one of Austin's first
practicing architects and a close family friend, to draw
up the specifications for his design, although Thamas'
experience had been mainly in church and schiool archi-
tecture. The contractor was Ernest Parker.

The Bohn house was well under canstruction in Ay-
gust 1938 when an article in Austin Buildi g Mogazine,
titled "Ausin's Most Unusual Home," eafled it “a castle
in the clouds that has come to earth” Thar may have
been the writer’s euphemistic way of expressing a
comman opinian that the house faoked like something
from auter space, for at the time it was the onfy mod-
ernistic home in Austin. Even taday it remains 3 Unique
fandmark, -

“Everyane thought we were far out’ then.” sys
Mrs, Brewer, And that was nat anly because of tha
astonlshing futurizm of the residence’s design, bue also
because of its sive, 2 high Bluff overicoking Shoa! Creak
Mrs, Brewer recalls hat har mothar-in-law expressed
setious concern in those days that the Sohns' chree
young children—Coleen, Skip, and Bobby—might
wander off the 80-foot precipice and wmble headfivst
into the croek, ’

why a2 young family of five shouid wan o
L house, with its three storles, four bedrooms, servants’

quarcers, and enormous grounds (an entire city block).
Besides, it was situated way aut in che country, across
29th Streex from MacGregor's horse farm and riding
stablest Why pn earth would they want to live so far
fram town!?

What the eurlous falk living amid their post-Vic-
torian bric-a-brac probably didn't roalize was that tha
hause was Herbere Bobn's dream, He meticulously
warked out every detil, from the curving, polished

panels, ta make that dream a reahity. As Mrs. Brewer'

alurtinum stair rallings to the suspended ceiling-light '

Seen through the raund doorway, the dining room is @

" fromed portroit #f sately elagance. The doar is can-
cealed in the wiil] cbove. 1

Austin Homies & Garduna=- April 1552
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The excerior view of the sami-tircular solarium—mwith s curved deck and oluminuet railing ebove, porthale
windows below —prodobly bos given rise t on erreneous focal mylh ot the house belonged to a ship's
ceptain, The terraced lown, fareground, faatures a series of rock-bordered streoms angd mini-woterfolls, which
once emptied inte a fish pond. Enterprising sacceons eventvally depleted the pond's stock, ond it was
no:_a:nn.u....xcnvaqx__anmnnnp

Attt Homwes & Garduens—Aprl {432

The swimming pool, one of the first residentiol oncs in Austin, wos odded to the west side of the property in 1945,
. such os the blue fion kead and curved conerete benches, also designed by 8ohn.

Note the individuof tauches

remembers it, he reworked the plans at least 30 times
during a three-week period belore he was satisfied
with them,

The resulc of his efforts was 2 unified monument to
the '30s ideal of alt that was modern and luxurious. Walls
of the first-floor powder room were large sheets of
peach ‘mirror. A radic speaker was concealed in the
living rapm's 15-foot acoustical cciling. The salarium
featured 2 blue -and yellow tile goldfish-pond. In the
dinette and kitchen, the custom-designed round booch,
built-in buffet. cabinats, and counter tiles all were
color-coordinated to carry out 2 watermelon theme:
pink, red, and green with black aceents,

And the large seale of the iiving room required spe-
cial seating, so Roy Beal, FASID, who had his own com-
mercia! {uraicure manufaceuring campany in sauth Aus-
tin at the tme, was asked 1o make a madular, curved
sola especially to fir. The upholstery color matched the
carpeting and walls, It was called “ashes of roses.”

Surprisingly, Herbert Bohe never was trained as an
architect or designer. He was a member of the family
that since .[896 owned and operated Baohn Bros. de-

partment stare in the 500 block of Congress Avenue.
{The store was the firsc business in Awstin 1o install
plate-glass windows, and 2lso the'firse to be air-condi-
tioned, facts which scem o indicate that forward
thinking must have run in the Bohn family.)

According to Mrs. Brewer, however, her first hus-
band was “(ike a2 $quare peg n a round hale™ as a mer-
chant. "He had a secret passion for design,” she says.
Their daughter Coleen, Mrs, Doyle H. Maore, racalls
char Boha was abways designing something. drawing.
painting, or even carving. She still prizes a leopard scat-
uette he carved for her about a year before his deach in
1967,

Early on. Bohn wis an admirer of the architecture of
Frank Lloyd Wright. He would read and study “every-
thing he could get his hands on” about Wright's work,
says Mrs. Brewer, "to sce whac ‘madera’ was alf about,
what made ic different,”

But an equally significant inspirasion for Baho's dream

house, and the key to understanding his visian, was the
film Lost Horizon starring Ronald Coleman and Jane
Wyatt, which the Bohns saw in 1937

Austin Lhomes £ Candeas—Aprit 1952
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The entry holt is a marves of "30s glamgur, Satin-aluminum handroil en the Stoinwgy, Jaft, Js studded witk
_uﬂn..na& gloss beods. Rarthele windows flank the frons door, right, and semi-circulor corner columnas
centain up-lighting. More light is concealed within stepped re ing-panets, pointed biack, onother Bohn

inspiration. Red gum woodwork ond arched doors are design motifs carried thraughaut the house. ftoion tile
fleoting was odded recently.

Loving attention to detail, gracefu) symmetry, ond
stréamlined curves are hallmarks of 8ain’s design for
his. “drearn home,” as evidénced in 1his narthwest view
of the fagede.

Based on the novel by James Hilken and directed by
Erank Capra, Lost Horizon is the story of a utopian se-
tiety hidden in the timeless Valley of the Blue Moon,
deep in the Himalayas. The name of Hilton's mauntain
paradise was Shangri-La, a place where kindness, paace,
and beauty abound and people never seem to grow
old, The {ilm made Shangri-Lz a household word,

Art director Stephen Goosson wen the Academy
Award for his set design, a Hollywood fantasy of orlen-
tal mystery cembined with imaginative, medernistic ar-
thitecture,

Cireular doorways were a stylistic motil throughout
the film. Mrs. Brower says, and that influented Bohn
directly in planning his kome, He wanted a circle-
shaped door between the living and dining rooms.
When teld that such a thing was, from a practical scand-
paint, impossible, he replicd, "Thén give me 3 convens
tional doar within a circular doorway. The builder
.Complied by installing a motorized door that slides up
into the wall ahove its round frame with the push of 3
button.

Taday, the doar stilt remiins a marvel, but to the
children growing up in-the Bohn houss it was pure

heaven, Colecn Moore recalls the part the door played -

in the famity's Christmas riteal: “On Chiristmas Eve, our
parents would close the living room and shut off the

door's eleckric switch. We chitdren were not allowed
t0 80 in while they put up the decorarions and pliced
eur presents ground the tree. Christmas maraing; we -
would wait excitedly in the dining room. Then, ‘the
magic door,’ 35 we called it, would slowly go up o
reveaf the beautiful scene—the lights, the big, tafl eree,
and alt aur gifts. & was just fike fairgland ta s

In 1945 the Bohns added a swimming pool, fad frem
an artesian well: Built an the west side of the property,
it was one of the first home swimming pools in Austin,
ft, oo, was Bohn's own design. He fashioned handsome
lion heads atong the wall bordering the post and senui-
clreutar concrate benches for the walkway araund it. It
was frequently the scene of swimming parties zs the
childran were growing up.

Mrs. Moore, the only one of the Bohn children still
residing in Austin, says, “Our parents entercained for
us all the time. During our schaol days, anytime any-
body wanted to have a meeting or 3 party, they asked
to have it at our house, and our parents were very
Zehercus about it. They always walcomed our frieads.”

Logking at the cream-colored stugeo residence on a
sunhy spring marning, with cicadas whirring in the live
oaks, warer trickling, quietly over the rocks forming
terraces on the east lawn. and a seft breeze ruflling the
ferns hanging in baskets from various branches, you are
tempred 1o imagine what it was like to grow up in the
Bohn hause, Ik musc have been a fidle fike livzrg in
Shangri-La. :=

Viewed fram the northwest, the Bohn hause op-

praes foreshartened into a Cubistic montege of boxes
ond cytinders. The corner raom on the ground floar,
<enter, featuras wrap-ground casement windows. Now
used as guest roum and study, it is seminiscent ]
ship's cabin, with built-in desk ond hierizonial cfuminum

Strips around the center of the walls.

54
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Austin History Center & Austin Public Library
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Austin History Center ¢ Austin Public Livrary
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